Media Coverage & Verification

Fruit Protection Bagging & Integrated Pest Management Initiative
Apna Khet Bagan Foundation — Bathnaha Block, Sitamarhi, Bihar

Third-party newspaper coverage and government horticulture department field visits documenting and validating the
fruit-bagging and pheromone trap pest-management method piloted by Apna Khet Bagan Foundation in Sitamarhi
district.

1. Soil Testing Demonstration for Orchard Farmers
Mazaura Village, Bathnaha — Sitamarhi District Soil Testing Lab
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District horticulture and chemistry officials demonstrated scientific soil-sampling methods to orchard
farmers in Mazaura village, guiding correct sampling depth and layering technique for accurate soil health
assessment ahead of plantation decisions.



2. Joint Director of Horticulture Reviews Bagging & Pheromone Trap
Method

Dainik Bhaskar, Sitamarhi — 2 June 2022
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The Joint Director of Horticulture visited farmers' orchards in Mazaura, Bathnaha to assess the fruit
bagging and pheromone trap method for mango protection, praising the initiative and indicating it could
be included in departmental schemes if results remain positive.



3. Protecting Ripening Mangoes: Apna Khet Promotes Fruit Bagging

Dainik Bhaskar, Sitamarhi — 27 May 2022
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Under the guidance of Apna Khet Bagan Foundation, farmers were made aware of fruit bagging as a
method to protect ripening mango from pest damage and surface residue, with founder Alok Kumar
demonstrating the technique directly in the field.



4. Fruit Bags Shield Mangoes from Pest Damage

Jagran Special Feature, Sitamarhi
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A feature on Alok Kumar's ~550-tree orchard in Bathnaha, describing how fruit bagging (applied about a
month before ripening, at roughly Rs. 3 per fruit) protects mango from pests and improves shelf life,
developed with guidance from a retired CISH Lucknow scientist.



5. Mango Fruit Bagging Completed — Officials Await Results

Jagran, Sitamarhi
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Horticulture department officials inspected the bagging work carried out on mango fruit in Mazaura
village and noted that a positive outcome could lead to the method's inclusion in departmental planning.



6. Fruit Bag Protects Mango from Pests (Continued Coverage)

Jagran Special Feature, Sitamarhi
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Further coverage of the fruit-bagging initiative, reinforcing its role in reducing chemical dependence and
improving fruit quality across the farmer network.



7. Low-Cost Paper Bags: An Affordable Innovation for Pest Protection

Sitamarhi
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Coverage highlighting a low-cost, farmer-replicable alternative — paper bags made at home — offering
the same pest and residue protection as market-bought bags at lower cost, extending the innovation's
accessibility to smallholders.



8. Pheromone Trap Innovation for Mango Security
Dainik Jagran, Muzaffarpur — 19 May 2022

Reporting on farmer Alok Kumar's use of pheromone traps in his Mazaura orchard to monitor and control
pest infestation, protecting mango crops damaged by unseasonal storms and hail.



